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M81 (also known as Messier 81, NGC 3031 or Bode's Galaxy) is a grand design spiral galaxy about
12 million light-years away from us in the constellation Ursa Major. Its diameter is approximately
96,000 light-years and in its center lies an active galactic nucleus which harbors a 70 million solar
mass supermassive black hole. Messier 81 was first discovered by Johann Elert Bode in 1774.
This image was photographed by Adrien Richardson through a 14 cm diameter telescope at the
Wise Observatory. The image is composed of several exposures in different colored filters.
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